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Alphabet Soup of a Federal Program

USDA

NIFA = National Institute of Food and Ag.

 (formerly known as CSREES)

Cooperative Extension

Land Grant University

1862’s – 1890’s – 1964’s

Federal – University – State

Community Framework - County Offices



Cooperative Extension:
Bringing research to people

 Extension means reaching out

 Solving public needs via >100 Land
Grant universities/colleges

Deliver science-based information

 2900 county & regional Extension
offices - rural, suburban, urban



Wide Range of Programs

 Youth education – underserved audiences

 Local community

County to state to tribal
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Based on Volunteer Monitoring: Moving into the Mainstream, Austin TX 2000



Three Levels of Extension Support
of Volunteer Monitoring

Affiliated with - 28

 Sponsored by - 29

 Strictly a service provider - 2



www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer



Connections with Volunteer Monitoring

 Educational materials (70+%)

 Technical assistance (60+%)

 Conducts trainings (60%)

 Provides equipment, manpower (45%)

 Umbrella org./service provider (42%)

 Collaborator (no funding) (37%)

 Program sponsor or co-sponsor (35%)

 Funding source (35%)



Dual Roles for Volunteer Monitors

Community Educators & Stewards

Citizen Scientists

Photos from (NC) Watershed Watch



Increasing Time - Rigor - QA - Expense $$
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Continuum of Volunteer Monitoring Programs

Originated by Geoff Dates, River Network
modified by L. Green
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http://www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer/VolunteerMonPrograms/index.html



http://www.usawaterquality.org/volunteer/



Providence Journal photo

Thanks to inspirational colleagues ….

…outstanding in (& on) the water
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